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Vez (2005)

Ana Sokolovic

En Dieu, en l’Ange et en Marie,
mère de Jésus (1992)

Marie Pelletier

Ballad (2005)

Linda Catlin Smith

purely, simply, unencumbered
gently, like strumming a guitar
calmly, like plucking a guitar, or humming to oneself
a mirage
loosely in place
sotto voce, a chant or prayer
cantabile
simply, freely, heard from a distance
as though with eyes closed
whistling in the dark
another mirage
staring at the river

Norman Adams, cello
Barbara Pritchard, piano

“The word “ballad” implies a tale or narrative, and while there is no
literal story being told here, I found myself thinking of the two
performers as co-travelers in a terrain – or as dance partners – and the
music as sometimes like a song they “sing” together, sometimes a
landscape they cross, sometimes a mood, sometimes a monologue,
and sometimes a fine line they trace. In the end, it is a ballad about the
cello and piano, and the way I hear them together.”
- Linda Catlin Smith

Ana Sokolović was born in 1968 in Belgrade, Yugoslavia. She studied
composition at the University of Novi Sad and at the University of Belgrade
prior to completing her master’s degree at the Université de Montréal with
José Evangelista. Her repertoire includes orchestral and piano works,
several chamber music compositions and numerous theatrical scores. Since
1995, Ana Sokolović has won many prizes and awards for her compositions.
In December 2009, she received an award from the National Arts Center in
Ottawa consisting of commissions, artist-in-residencies and teaching
projects for the next five years. In 2005 she created her first opera, The
Midnight Court, performed by the Queen of Puddings Music Theater Co. In
2006 the work had its European premiere at London’s Royal Opera House.
Currently she teaches composition at the Université de Montréal. In 201112, Ana Sokolović was the Société de Musique Contemporaine du Québec
(SMCQ) Homage Series composer, resulting in her works being showcased
at more than one hundred events and concerts.

Composer and librettist, Marie Pelletier is a graduate of the University of
Montreal (Bachelor of Composition with Serge Garant, and Master of Theory
and Composition with Massimo Rossi). She possesses the ability of both
musical composition and drama. Most of her works have been heard either
on the radio or during concert-performances not only in Canada but also
abroad: United-States, Ireland, Italy, Switzerland, Belgium, China, etc.
For over fifteen years, Marie Pelletier has been interested in music from
above and beyond Western culture. This research has influenced her writing
which in essence integrates Indian and Oriental compositional techniques. In
1994, she won the Ernest Bloch Competition in Switzerland with her work for
string orchestra Han No 12 inspired by a traditional Chinese love song. In
1995, she composed and premiered Bonheur Total, music for the play of the
same name by Quebec author Victor-Lévy Beaulieu. In 2000, her work Y
was performed on the site of the Montreal’s Saint Joseph Oratory as part of
the Symphonie du millénaire (a collective work for nineteen composers, 333
performers, 2000 hand bell ringers, 15 sets of church bells, one grand organ,
56 bell carillon and two fire engines).

Linda Catlin Smith grew up in New York and lives in Toronto. She studied
music in NY, and at the University of Victoria (Canada). Her music has been
performed and/or recorded by: Tafelmusik, Other Minds Festival, California
Ear Unit, Kitchener-Waterloo, Victoria and Vancouver Symphonies,
Arraymusic, Tapestry New Opera, Gryphon Trio, Via Salzburg, Evergreen
Club Gamelan, Turning Point Ensemble, Vancouver New Music, as well as
the Del Sol, Penderecki, and Bozzini quartets, among many others; she has
been performed by many notable soloists, including Eve Egoyan, Elinor
Frey, Philip Thomas, Colin Tilney, Vivienne Spiteri, and Jamie Parker. She
has been supported in her work by the Canada Council, Ontario Arts
Council, Chalmers Foundation, K.M. Hunter Award, Banff Centre, SOCAN
Foundation and Toronto Arts Council; in 2005 her work Garland (for
Tafelmusik) was awarded Canada’s prestigious Jules Léger Prize. In
addition to her work as an independent composer, she was Artistic Director
of the Toronto ensemble Arraymusic from 1988 to 1993, and she was a
member of the ground-breaking multidisciplinary performance collective,
URGE, from 1992-2006. Linda teaches composition privately and at Wilfrid
Laurier University, Waterloo, Canada.

Barbara and Norm are delighted to have received funding for this concert
from Arts Nova Scotia.

